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Prez Sez….
It’s February and that means 1 of 2 things...
Number 1 it’s Valentines month and your special someone is going to have a day of spoiling.
Chocolates, gifts, or however you choose to spend it. Now that special person whether they be 2 legged or
4 wheeled will hopefully reciprocate the feelings. The 2 legged with the same as above, the 4 wheeled
though will hopefully release this hold on a rusted bolt or will let you know where that missing crankcase
oil is disappearing too. Guess it depends on if you went to Jags and what you got it.
Number 2 means that soon Sunday afternoons will be filled
with the sound of small blocks screaming at 7000 RPM around
banked tracks. After all Valentine’s Day is the Daytona 500 this
year. I know some members are looking forward to racing season
whether it be NASCAR, NHRA or local dirt tracks, or even local
1/8th mile events.

I am saddened to report that the Grand National Roadster Show in Sacramento has been cancelled
for this year due to California’s COVID-19 restrictions that are very odd for public events, but the promise
to be back for 2022.
On a positive note, MSRA Back to the 50’s had just sent out 8600!!! confirmation letters for this
year’s show June 18-20. More news on their requirements when I hear.
I haven’t heard as of yet from our St. Cloud, Alexandria, or Sunburg friends as to when/if their events
are being held. It is early in the year and once we find out everyone will be told when/if the events are being
held.

Dues for 2021 are due. Please send your membership information and payment to:
Willmar Car Club, PO Box 428, Willmar, MN 56201
Dues are $25 per family.
Thank you to all who have sent their dues!!

SUMMER 2021 CAR CRUISE IDEAS
Holly & I are sitting here thinking, what should we do? The answer has been quite simple for
the last 10 months or so. You stay at home & just stay away from other people for the most part & do
nothing. Oh, this past summer we got a lot of things done that we thought would never get done.
It really doesn’t matter what you call it; the Chinese Flu, The Wuhan Flu or the COVID-19. This
pandemic has really taken a toll on everyone’s social life! People are social creatures and need to be
around species that are just like them. Friends & relatives for the most part have almost become
strangers.
As I sit here writing this for the Polishing Rag, I just made appointments for Holly & I to get our
first shot for this virus. I’m thinking our second shot appointment will hopefully be made at the time we
receive our first shot.
After missing out on the summer of things we had planned to do in 2020; with the vaccine that
should be available to everyone by the end of this spring, we will be able to look forward to start planning
a car cruise or two!
The first cruise we are thinking of happens every year (except last year) on the second weekend
in August. I was told by a member that they are planning a show for this year! We are very seriously
planning to head up to Park Rapids and attend their car show. We are intending to invite members from
the Willmar, The Cruisers from Hutchinson and the Redwood Falls car clubs to join us. We could leave
on a Friday and be back either Saturday evening or Sunday.
Some of us attended a few shows last summer & found people were just tired of being cooped
up at home & were ready to mingle with other people.
Secondly, Holly & I were going to go on a road trip last summer. That didn’t happen either.
While driving our Challenger and planning the route for our Fall cruise with the Cruisers out to Lac Qui
Parle Lake & surrounding area during corn harvest, a deer decided to run into our left front fender of the
Challenger. That deer won’t be doing that again, this I can guarantee you.
Jim Marcus at the body shop in Prinsburg did a fantastic job of fixing & painting the fender. Just
a side note, I’m sure it’s not a real pretty site watching an old fat man (me) trying to crawl over the
center console with the shifting lever poking you while you are trying to slide out head first out the righthand door because the driver’s door won’t open.
Getting back to the second trip we’ve be thinking about this summer because it didn’t happen in
2020, was to head out west. We would like to see the Canteen at the Rail Road museum in North Platte,
Nebraska. During World War II, the local ladies made sure that every solder coming through that depot
got a bag of one dozen homemade cookies on their way to Germany to fight in the war. Go to Wikipedia
and search for “North Platte Canteen”. It’s amazing what these people in North Platte did for not only
their sons & daughters but for other mothers’ sons & daughters.
This trip could include a number of stops of interests along with some car museums & other
points of interest like Chevy Land USA, Elm Creek, NE, the Archway over I-80 Kearney NE. Also at
Kearney is a Classic Car Museum. Further west into Wyoming at the town of Wright is from what I’ve
been told, is an open pit coal mine. After the coal is mined the habitat is returned back to Prairie. Then
coming back home there’s Rapid City, the Black Hills, Mount Rushmore, Custer Park, the Badlands
Wall Drug and a couple more car museums. This trip could include as much or as little or as long or as
short as each would want to do.
You can give Holly or I a call at 612-202-5090 or email us at ghotovec44@gmail.com with your
thoughts.
Gary & Holly Hotovec

Keep this date open & mark it on your calendar. Saturday, April 24th.
Lou’s Nursery shopping trip to Lou’s Nursery. Details to follow!!

Car Trivia
Which model did Chevrolet ship vertically during
the 1970’s?
(answer in next month’s Polishing Rag)
January Answer – The Chevrolet Impala. Originally introduced in 1958, the Impala was the best-selling
automobile in the United States during the 1960’s. Early Impala models sported six taillights, a unique feature
which, for a time, became the Impala trademark. The Impala was named after an African antelope.

Wanted: Articles, photos, etc. for the newsletter!
Please email items to berdellej@gmail.com
Deadline to submit: 1st day of each month – easy to remember!!

2021 Tentative Car Show and Swaps
this is tentative pending the COVID-19 situations.
•

March 27th and 28th Toppers Rod & Custom Show West Fargo Memorial Area

•

April 10th and 11th GSTA Rod & Custom Show MN State Fair Warner Coliseum

•

June 4th – 6th MOPARS in the Park Car show & Swap Meet, Washington County Fair Ground, Stillwater,
MN

•

June 18th -20th MSRA Back to the 50’s Weekend, MN State Fairgrounds

•

June 27th Independence Day Show, Mankato, MN

•

August 15th Pan-Towners Car Show & Swap Meet, Benton County Fairgrounds, Sauk Rapids

•

August 21st

•

Sept 17th -19th Albany Pioneer Days Show & Swap Meet, Stearns County Pioneer Grounds

Gear Head Get Together Car Show and Swap Meet, Maple Lake, MN

Recipe Corner

Chicken Cordon Bleu Casserole
Kelly Lipinski

¼ Cup Panko Breadcrumbs
3 T grated parmesan cheese
½ tsp. garlic powder
½ tsp. onion powder
1/3 cup cream cheese
2 T. Dijon Mustard
1/8 tsp each salt & pepper
1 lb. raw, boneless, skinless chicken breast cut into bite-sized pieces
2 oz. ham cut into small pieces
4 slices Swiss cheese
Optional topping – fresh parsley
Directions:
Preheat oven to 375 degrees; spray an 8”x8” baking pan with nonstick spray.
In a medium bowl, combine breadcrumbs, 1 tbsp. parmesan cheese. ¼ tsp garlic powder, and ¼ tsp. onion
powder. Mix well. Set aside.
In a large bowl, mix cream cheese with mustard until smooth. Stir in salt, pepper, and remaining 2 T
parmesan cheese, ¼ tsp. garlic powder, and ¼ tsp. onion powder. Add chicken and ham and stir to coat.
Transfer mixture to a baking pan and smooth out the top. Cover with foil, and bake for 20 minutes, or
until hot and bubbly.
Remove foil, top with cheese slices and sprinkle with seasoned breadcrumbs. Bake until chicken is cooked
through, cheese has melted and crumbs have browned – about 10 minutes.

Please send all items of upcoming events, recipes to Kelly Lipinski at lipinskikelly@gmail.com. She will keep
a file of them for submission each month.
Send items “for sale” to Nate’s attention at the same email address above.
Thanks.

Project Cars
By Jay Mork

Linda and I were out for a road trip one day and I was looking in farm groves and backyards as I was
driving. I have been told I could get whiplash from looking for cars as I drive. I have always checked out farm
groves and backyards when I go someplace new.
I have found some interesting cars and trucks as I travel. Selling John Deere equipment for 21 years got
me to many different farms and in a five-state area. I think I should have hauled more of my finds home. I never
found a Hemi Cuda just like new in a shed for me to buy. I did find a 1965 Impala SS convertible 396 4 speed
with low miles BUT it could not be bought. It might still be in his garage.
The CAR NUTS that I know seem to be looking for cars all the time. It is getting harder to find cars and
trucks that only need a little work to make them a driver. Project cars and trucks that I see advertised or that I
find, were just about parts cars a few years ago. I have parted out cars before that I would save and restore
today.
These pictures were taken within 20 miles of our house. There are still projects sitting around if we look.
As you can see in the pictures, they will all need work. Some look like a project that was started and either
ended or was put on hold.
I will keep on looking as I drive

Remember these?

“The road to success is dotted with many
tempting parking spaces.”
Will Rogers

Will Rogers

