The Polishing Rag
May 2022

Willmar Car Club

Prez Sez….
Alive and Well
Many of us have been there, some club members many more times than others. I'm talking about
either replacing an engine or tearing one down to just a bunch of parts and rebuilding it. Installing it, hook
everything up, and turning the key. Will it turn over? Will it fire? Will it start? Will it run well and idle?
Will I be frustrated or smiling at a running piece of machinery?
A number of years ago I was modernizing a !941 Chevy pick-up with a 350 Olds V8. It was a
Saturday and my wife, Wendy, wanted to go to St. Cloud for a couple of hours. I thought maybe before
we left, I could see if my work was successful. I finished, (I thought) some wiring. Put a supply and return
fuel line into a gas can. Pushed the truck outside. Borrowed a battery from the '66 Dart. I made sure a fire
extinguisher was nearby because you never know. Put some gas into the carb and turned the key. Nothing.
Wendy was patiently waiting to make the trip to Crossroads Mall and other St. Cloud only stores.
Ok. During the whole excursion, of course my mind was thinking, " what did I do wrong?"
Returning home, I exchanged two wires with each other. Did the fuel thing again and turned the
key. The engine turned, fired, started and ran ok. It's alive and well. Good feeling.
I had that good feeling at our April Breakfast in Sacred Heart. Visiting with some club members
a few days before, we were hoping for a least 20 people attending. Wendy and I walked in about 10-15
minutes before 9:00 am and the tables in the back room reserved for the Willmar Car Club were full. More
members arrived after us and we kept adding tables and chairs. At a count of 37 people, we had double
the amount of expected. Along with the morning was an after-breakfast tour of a Land Rover restoration
shop in Renville, set up by Tim Zitzmann.
During the Covid time, I know there was some concern for the future of the club. However, I
think we are alive and well. Our focus on activities may be a bit different than when we were doing an
annual show, but, that's ok.
The new business portion of the April meeting included summer meeting dates and locations,
along with possible club cruises and other car show dates. I would encourage attendance at some of these
to keep us alive and well. Hope to see you at the May Car Buff's Breakfast at McMillian's in Willmar.
Bob

Willmar Car Club Meeting Minutes
Friday, April 22, 2022

The April meeting of the Willmar Car Club was called to order by President Bob Barr.
Care and Share, no new cards sent
The Secretary’s report read and approved.
The Treasurer’s report was read and approved subject to audit
Correspondence: St Cloud Pantowners club newsletter, followed by a discussion on the upcoming car shows.
Club activities for the summer were brought up.
A cruise is set for April 30th going to Lou’s greenhouses, followed by lunch in Ortonville
In June, a possible cruise to the Morris area is being looked into.
On June 12th, a Father’s Day cruise to the nursing homes will be held followed by the June meeting at Jay and
Linda’s. We will meet at Kennedy school in Willmar at 12:30 for the cruise. Hot Dogs, buns, chips and water
will be provided. Members are encouraged to bring salad or a dessert to share.
A motion was made by Gregg and seconded by Cliff that the club supply the hot dogs and chips for the meeting.
Motion was passed.
The July 23 meeting will be at Cliff and Deb Willhite’s with a “full pot luck” at 4 p.m.
The August 21 meeting will be at the shelter at Diamond Lake starting at 5:00 p.m.
Motion made by Mike Hartman that the club extend free membership to Berdelle. Second by Deb. Motion
passed.
Motion to adjourn by Mike Hartman, second by Jay. Motion passed.
Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Linda Mork, Secretary

Summer

Car Buff’s Breakfast
All car and truck enthusiasts are
invited to attend.

May 5 - McMillian’s Restaurant
2620 1st Street S. - Willmar

June 4 - Sherry’s Café
1005 Atlantic (Hwy 12) – Kerkhoven

July 9 - Kathy’s Place
101 E Maple St – Sacred Heart

August 6 - Spicer American Legion
155 Lake Avenue – Spicer

September 3 - McMillian’s Restaurant
2620 1st Street S. - Willmar

October 8 - Litchfield Eagles
389 CSAH 34 - Litchfield (north of Hwy 12, east of McDonald’s)

Fall Leaf Tour follows the breakfast

November 5
McMillian’s Restaurant
2620 1st Street S. - Willmar
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May 1: Northland Toy Show, Progress Center, MN State Fairgrounds
May 1: Spring Extravaganza Show and Swap, MN State Fairgrounds
May 5: Marshall Downtown Roll-in, 3 – 8 p.m.
May 14: Unique Auto Sales Roll-in, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m., 2015 Bassett Dr., Mankato
May 14: Paynesville Auto Car Show, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 58173 State Hwy 55, Eden Valley. Food,
Drinks, No Fee, No Trophies
May 14-22: Twin Cities Auto Show, 650+ new cars, Minnesota State Fair Grounds
May 18: Beginning of A & W Cruise Nights – 3rd Wednesday of every month through
September, New London, MN
May 20: Regular Willmar Car Club Meeting, Willmar Municipal Building
May 28: Spomers Car Show, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 322 Oxford St. Worthington
May 31: Start of Henderson Classic Car Roll-in – every Tuesday, 4-8 p.m. through
September 27, Henderson, MN
June 3-4: Shades of the Past Car Show
June 3-5: Midwest Mopars in the Park, Washington County Fairgrounds, Stillwater, MN
June 5: All Ford Show and Swap, Apple Valley Ford, Apple Valley, MN
June 11: Yarmon Ford Show, Registration 7:45 – 8:45 a.m. Show 9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.,
Paynesville, MN
June 11: Two Harbors 50’s Show, Two Harbors, MN
June 12: Father’s Day Nursing Home Cruise followed by June meeting at Jay & Linda Mork’s
home. Watch for more information.
June 12: Fly-in Breakfast Car and Air Show, Buffalo Airport, Buffalo, MN
June 17-19: Back to the Fifties Car Show, Minnesota State Fairgrounds
June 25: Eden Valley Car Show, Eden Valley, MN
July 2: Classic Rides and Rods Car Show, Annandale, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
July 9: Danube Fun Days Car Show
July 14: Summerfest Car Show 5:00 p.m., Sacred Heart City Park, Sacred Heart, MN
July 16: Salvation Army Classic Car Show, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., Carris Health Rehab Parking Lot,
Willmar, MN

From the Olivia, MN American Legion Newsletter….

May 25th, 2022
FIRST ROLL IN FOR 2022:
Join us for our first roll in of the season. Drive in your Classic Cars and Pickups and maybe win
a prize. The event starts at 4:30 p.m., a lite meal will also be available. Roll Ins will be held each
month through August on the last Wednesday of the month. If you don’t have a Classic Vehicle,
come on out and visit this event and join us for some good food.

Here's a recipe that Bob's sister gave me a number of year's ago. I made it for Easter this year.

Dutch Apple Pancake's
1 Tbsp. butter
1 large Granny Smith apple peeled, cored and cut into thin slices
3 Tbsp. granulated sugar
Melt butter in fry pan, add apple, sugar and cinnamon. Sauté, stirring until apple begins to soften 3-5
minutes.
Remove from heat and set aside so it can cool down.
For pancakes;
3 eggs
3/4 cup all purpose flour
3/4 cup milk
1Tbsp. sour cream
1/8tsp.salt
1tsp. grated lemon zest
Whisk eggs until light and frothy. Add flour, milk, sour cream and
lemon zest.
Whisk just until a smooth batter forms.
Grease well 2 or 3 ramikins or custard cups.
Divide batter between cups, gently spoon apple mixture on top.
Place cups on sheet pan and bake @ 400 for 25-30 minutes until
golden brown and puffed.
Serve with syrup or double apple mixture reserving half to serve on
pancakes.

Submitted by Wendy Barr
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May Car Talk Puzzler
It's time for the new puzzler. This is a puzzle of old.
The Hot Manifold
I remember, some years ago, I was working on something like a General Motors car--maybe like
a Dodge--and I was changing the customer's gas filter. And because our sign was out being dry
cleaned where it says customers are not allowed in the area where we fix the cars, he was
standing looking over my shoulder making sure that I did the right thing. So I was changing his
gas filter and as I did that gas spilled onto the exhaust manifold.
And he ran for the fire extinguisher, came back, and pointed it right at me. And he said, "You just
spilled gasoline on the red hot exhaust manifold! Aren't you afraid it's going to catch fire?" And I
explained, "No, I'm actually not afraid of that!"
And he said, "Well, I'll tell you an interesting story, young man! I spilled motor oil once on the
manifold of this very car. And it burst into flame." And I said, "Yeah, that's true that could
possibly happen."
And the question is, why is it that he could spill motor oil on the manifold? Let's assume the
manifold is the same temperature as it was the time I spilled the gas onto it. And when he spilled
motor oil on it, it burst into flames. Yet when I spilled gasoline, which everyone knows is quite
flammable, the gasoline did not catch fire?
April’s Puzzler – What’s the Battery Breakthrough
Today’s puzzler comes from real life. One of my neighbors was out walking his dog and he
stopped by my house and we got to talking. Now his dog was a pretty big dog, and this dog kept
looking at my left leg and drooling. I don't know why. But at any rate, that doesn’t have anything
to do with this puzzler.
This neighbor and I started talking about car batteries, and he said, “Gee, you know, years ago, I
remember that people would go out to start their cars on cold winter mornings. And on any
given cold winter morning, about 20% of the cars wouldn't start, you turn the key and the car
would go RuhRruuhRuuhRuuuuh.”
And he wanted to know why batteries are so good now. He said, “This doesn’t seem to happen
anymore, so what is the new battery technology over the past 20 years?
He wanted to know what it is that makes newer cars start more reliably than they did 25 years
ago.
It's so easy to start your car now, for the most part. So the question is what's going on here?
What new technology? What breakthrough has taken place?

ANSWER: Remember this one? My neighbor Frank was walking his dog. And Frank stopped by so
his dog could visit my azaleas.
Anyway, we were just shooting the breeze so to speak, and he wants to know, why is it that you
don't see so many cars that won't start in the morning anymore? I mean, the vast majority of
cars now, with almost no exceptions, start right up. You get in them, you turn the key, and they
start up. And he wanted to know, what is it about modern cars? What technology has befallen
us? What happened to the good old days when you could call into work and say, “Car won’t start,
and I’m waiting for the tow truck!”
Not only do you no longer have an excuse for not showing up at work, there's no opportunity to
meet your neighbors. I mean, in the old days, at least when the car didn't start, you'd be out
there and a couple of your neighbors would stop by, and someone would bring jumper cables,
and it turns into a socializing experience.
So, what great technology has taken place? None! Batteries really haven't improved significantly;
starter motors haven't improved significantly. I mean they've all improved somewhat, but not in
such a way that would revolutionize what's going on.
But what has happened, is that while batteries have remained about the same size and energy,
engines have gotten smaller, by as much as 50 or 60%.
So because engines are smaller, you don't have the failure rate that you had, because it's easy to
start up a small engine with a battery that's almost dead.
When you had a 5 million cubic inch motor underneath the hood, and you turn the key on a
cold, wet morning, you just get RuhRuhRuhRuh. It doesn’t start. But today, that same battery
would start 4 Toyotas.
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