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Prez Sez….
Quarter of a Million Lug Nuts
Another summer has gone by way too quickly. Every year I think we will get to some new
events, and as of this writing, Henderson Cruise Nite, Thursday evening at the Litchfield
Legion, last Wednesday of the month at Olivia, and Rods & Ribs in Paynesville are still on
the list. However, there is still time to experience at least a couple of them in September.
We have made it to some summer favorites though. Willmar Car Club Breakfasts are a
great way to stay connected with the club and the members, started in 1982 with a 7-month
schedule. In 2001, we went with a10-month schedule. If I am doing the math correctly, (gets
a bit fuzzy w/ covid years) that would be approx. 330 or so breakfasts. If the average
attendance of coffee drinkers is 20 and each has two cups of coffee, it equals 13,200 cups of
coffee. I think the number may be higher and I am betting there are 10,000 eggs in there too.
We have not missed a Back to the 50's in many years and this is where this month's title
comes in. A few years back, the count hit 12,500 1964 and older cars. Most have 4 wheels
with an average of 5 lug nuts or wheel bolts each. 20 fasteners per car, multiplied by 12,500
equals 250,000 (1/4 million) lug nuts or wheel bolts on the state fairgrounds. Anyone care to
determine to the total number of miles of spark plug wires?
Country Stop A&W Cruise Nites are always a great time. This has been going on for over
20 years with more than 100 gatherings. 140 collector cars were present in August. I am not
sure how to calculate how many papa burgers have been consumed.
Continuing with numbers, 32 members attended the August Car Club Breakfast in Spicer.
The next breakfast is Sept. 3 at McMillian's in Willmar, a buffet set-up. However, here we
are able to order off the menu. Just a cup of coffee if you would like. Let's keep increasing
the 13,200 number.
At the Diamond Lake Picnic, 19 members were present for the potluck meal and August
meeting. We will be back to our regular third Friday of the month, 7 pm, meeting schedule
starting this month at the Willmar Municipal Building.
Hope you can get out and add some numbers to some coming events.

Root Beer & Rides

Willmar Car Buff’s

New London A & W

September Breakfast

Saturday, Sept. 17
Noon to 4:00 p.m.

September 3 – 9 a.m.
McMillian’s Restaurant
Sponsored by the Willmar Car Club

Willmar

Car Events for September 2022
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sept. 1- Litchfield Legion, Thursday evening cruise-in
Sept. 2 -Paynesville Legion, starts at 4:00, Rods and Ribs
Sept. 3- Willmar Car Club breakfast, 9:00, McMillian's Restaurant, Willmar
Sept. 5- Trolls Car Show, Sunburg, 8;00-2;00
Sept.11- Lone Eagle Car Show, Little Falls, 8:00-2:00
Sept.16- Willmar Car Club meeting, Willmar Municipal Building, 7:00
Sept.17- Old Sod Days Car Show, Belview
Sept.17- Root and Rides Cruise-in, New London Country Stop A&W, 4:00-dusk
Sept.18- St. Peter Car Show and Swap, St. Peter

Recipe Corner
Texas Caviar
1 finely chopped green pepper, red pepper, onion,
and 3-4 stalks celery
2 cans rinsed and drained white corn
1 can black beans
1 can pinto beans
1 can black eyed peas
1 can of chick peas are great also
Sauce:
3/4 cup vinegar
3/4 cup oil
1 cup sugar
Salt and pepper
Boil this. Cool. Pour over above ingredients.
Refrigerate. Serve with taco scoop chips.
Submitted by Holly Hotovec

Wanted: Articles, photos, etc. for the newsletter!
Please email items to berdellej@gmail.com
Deadline to submit: 25th day of each month – easy to remember!!

Has anyone any idea what car this left front fender
was from?
Our grandsons found it in our nephew’s grove while
on an “exploring hunt” looking for treasures.

Gary & Holly

.

August 16th Cruise to
Osakis Pictures
Submitted by Jay Mork

.

UPCOMING BREAKFAST SCHEDULE

October 8 - Litchfield Eagles
389 CSAH 34 - Litchfield (north of Hwy 12, east of McDonald’s)

Fall Leaf Tour follows the breakfast

November 5
McMillian’s Restaurant
2620 1st Street S. - Willmar
Willmar Car Club Meeting - August 12, 2022 Minutes
Meeting was called to order by President Bob Barr.
Secretary’s report was approved as read.
Treasurers report read and approved with subject to audit.
Share and care: Checking up on Loren and card to Jerry Harder.
Correspondence: Posters and listing for upcoming shows and events.
Old Business:
September meeting will be back in Willmar at the Municipal Building.
Discussed Root beer and Rides poster and help at the cruise in. Bob and Jay offered to help. Nate will bring a
tent.
Posters were passed out to members for distribution.
Decided that a donation jar would be put for the Willmar College auto scholarship.
Francis has agreed to help update the car club history.
Thank you to Gary and Holly for setting up the nursing home cruise ride through.
New Business:
Fall leaf tour following the breakfast in Litchfield and ending up at Dave’s in Renville.
Still hats available, contact Nate.
Motion to adjourn: Tim, second Nate.
Respectively submitted,
Linda Mork, Secretary

September Car Talk Puzzler
Seize the Truck
RAY: I'm driving down the highway and I see way up ahead one of those diesel tractor trailers spewing from its
smoke stacks the vilest, blackest, thickest, most acrid smoke imaginable. And as luck would have it, I'm closing
in on the guy and I realize that after a minute or so that he's pulled over to the side of the road, and the thing is
running and the smoke is just pouring out.
So I pull up next to him and I put down my passenger side window and I say, "Hey, knucklehead. You're killing
everyone behind you. Why don't you shut this thing off?" And he says, "I did. I turned it off, but it won't shut
off.”
And I say to him, "Well, obviously something's wrong. Why don't you stall it out?" He says, "I can't. It has an
automatic transmission. But don't worry. In a couple of minutes, the engine will be seized."
I say, "Really?" And I look at an emblem affixed to the side of his truck and in an instant, I know why.
So the question has two parts: Part One is, what did that emblem say? And Part B is, what was going on?
August Car Talk Puzzler & Answer
RAY: This Puzzler was inspired by an email from Dave Trayers.
Here it is: A few days ago, I was sitting at a table at a little restaurant. Next to me were two old geezers chatting
away.
They were lamenting the state of modern cars. Specifically, the fact that all modern cars have fallen victim to
the rules of aerodynamics. As a result, they all look the same. At some point, I lost track of the conversation.
When I tuned back into it, I heard one of them say, "Oh, yeah, I miss that, too." The other guy chimes in, "Yes,
so do I. I used to look forward to seeing that every year in my car."
The first guy then asks the other, "Have you seen it in your new car?" to which the second guy replies, "No, no
way, you're not likely to see it the way I drive either."
The question is: What the heck are they talking about?
Answer:
RAY: No, what they lamented not seeing was all the digits on the odometer reading the same. Back in the old
days, your odometer would read five digits, so it would go up to 99,999 and then it would flip to all zeroes. But,
just about every year, assuming you drove 11,111 miles, you would see all ones and then the next year you
could see all twos and all threes, but with newer cars having six-digit odometers, you're not going to see that
until you get to 111,111 miles and you may only see it once in the time that you own the car.
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